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Joe C. Reese, 77, of Hot Springs passed away Wednesday March 13, 2013. 
He was born February 13, 1936 to the late Dulcie Mae McClung Reese and
Henry Freeman Reese in Sheridan. 
Joe began his athletic career at Little Rock Central High School where he
played tight end for coach Wilson Matthews. He was named to All-State and
All American Football Teams. He also played forward on the basketball team. 
In 1955 he arrived at LSU on a football scholarship and was named to the All
SEC Freshman Football Team.  He transferred to Arkansas Tech where he
pitched for the baseball team and was All AIC First Team Football. From there
he was drafted to play for Coach Vince Lombardi and the Green Bay Packers.
In 1970, Joe came to Hot Springs where he was defensive coordinator for
eight years. He then was promoted to head football coach. He also served
dual roles as Athletic Director and Dean of Students. He was also head track
coach from 1970 to 1979. In 1979, he was named Coach of the Year in
Garland County. He was been named President of the Arkansas High School
Coaches Association, was a member of the All-Star Coaching Staff, Chairman
of All-Star Hospitality Committee and was master of ceremonies every year
for the AAA Hall of Fame Banquet.  In1989 he was president of the National
Federation of Interscholastic Coaches Association. He was the only coach
from Arkansas to ever serve in that capacity.. In 1991, he received the
National Federation of Interscholastic Coaches Association Citation Award for
outstanding contributions to Interscholastic Athletes, only the forth coach ever



chosen for a citation from the NFICA in the United States. In 1991, he was
named Athletic Director of the Year by the Arkansas Activities Association.
Under his direction, there were nine State Championships and thirty-seven
outright conference championships. 
Joe  retired as Dean of Students and Athletic Director for Hot Springs School
District; a member of Oaklawn Methodist Church; past president of Arkansas
High School Association and past president of National Federation of
Interscholastic Coaches Association.  He was predeceased by his parents
and his siblings, Edward, Rommylee, Paul, Tom, J.D. and Frieda. 
Survivors include his wife, Karen Reese of Hot Springs; one son, Brad (Sara)
Reese of Heber Springs; two daughters, Leigh (Karl) Cobb of Bismarck and
Angela (Blaine) Venable of Conway; four grandchildren, Tyler & Kate Reese
and Dylan & Lauren Cobb and many cousins, nieces and nephews 
Visitation will be 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM Friday at Hot Springs Funeral Home. 
Services are 12:00 PM Saturday at First United Methodist Church with
Reverend Fred Hunter officiating.  Burial will follow at Crestview Memorial
Park. 
Pallbearers are Tyler Reese, Dylan Cobb, Gary Jackson, Pat Sherrill, Wallace
Snowden and James White. 
Honorary pallbearers are Hot Springs School District Administration & Staff,
Hot Springs School Board, Staff members of AAA, former coaches & players
at Hot Springs High School & Russellville High School, members of Wilson’s
Tigers, Dr. Randy Hill and Dr. Greg St. John. 
Memorials have been designated to the Coach Joe Reese Athletic
Scholarship Fund at Regions Bank for a deserving athlete at  Hot Springs
High School.
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John Bynum - July 10, 2013 at 07:32 PM

Joe Reece was my seventh grade football coach at Gardner Junior
High School in 1961 in Russellville. All the boys liked Coach Reece
and worked hard to please him. I remember Coach would put on
quite a punting exhibition during practice when I was on the
Russellville high school team. He probably had the best mind for
football of anybody I came in contact with. I enjoyed seeing him at
the track in recent years. Joe Reece was quite a guy.

Jim and Jan Whisenhunt - March 18, 2013 at 02:55 PM

Will always have fond memories of Coach Reese. So sorry for your
loss.

Shane Gower - March 16, 2013 at 05:27 PM

Lifting your family up in prayer. Coach was a great man and will be
missed! He meant alot to me and my family. 83-85 Go Trojans!

Stuart and Diana Perry - March 16, 2013 at 04:44 PM

Sorry to learn of Joe's death. We were close friends and team
mates in high school, in fact Joe was in our wedding. Was looking at
old pictures this past week that included Joe from High School days,
some great memories. He will obviously be missed by his many
friends, players and associates over the years. Joe left a very
positve legacy. Our sympathy to all the family. Stuart and Diana
Perry
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Coach Harold & Carolyn Tilley - March 16, 2013 at 03:44 PM

Our deepest sympathy to the family.

Chris Qualls - March 16, 2013 at 03:31 PM

Sorry for your loss. I've always respected and looked up to Coach.
He'll be greatly missed. Praying for your family.

Gregg Gordon - March 16, 2013 at 12:17 PM

Brad & Leigh: My deepest sympathy to you and yours at the loss of
your father. I have many fond memories of him. Gregg Gordon

w.p.goodell - March 16, 2013 at 10:52 AM

Brad and family—sorry to hear about Coach—he was a great
person who I admired. He helped me throught out my coaching
career. My prayers for your and your family.perrygoodell


