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Edward M. Hanley, of Hot Springs Village, Arkansas, passed away on
September 11, 2020. He was 88. 

 “Eddie,” as he was known to most of his family, was the youngest of 11
children born to Mary and John Hanley in Framingham, Massachusetts. His
parents both emigrated from Galway, Ireland and met in Boston. Ed was born
during the Depression, and, like all his siblings before him, worked to
contribute to the household. He often recalled, not always fondly, that the
children in the family managed a neighborhood paper route for more than 30
years. 

 Of 11 brothers and sisters, Ed was the only one to venture far from home to
live and work. After serving in the U.S. Army during the Korean War, he
moved with his friend Paul Rinaldo to Flint, Michigan, where he met the love
of his life and future wife, Marie DiGenova. They married in 1958. Ed
completed his undergraduate work in Flint at the University of Michigan, and
went on to earn a PhD in behavioral psychology at the University of Kansas.
Along the way, Ed and Marie lived, worked and studied in Arizona, Wyoming
and Kansas, before settling in Burlington, Vermont, where Ed eventually
became a professor at the University of Vermont. Along the way, they had two
children: Erin and Sean. 



Ed was a devoted teacher in the College of Education at UVM, where he
taught aspiring classroom teachers who would go on to work mainly with
students with significant behavioral and emotional challenges. Full of good
humor, he was well liked and respected by students and colleagues who
gravitated to his warmth and wit. He received hundreds of thank-you letters
from students over the years, telling him about their lives and first teaching
jobs, how they were applying what he had taught them in their own
classrooms, how well prepared they felt to meet those new challenges, and
thanking him for his support, advice, encouragement and understanding. 

 Outside of work, Ed was a man of many interests and talents. Among his
hobbies were fly-fishing, pool playing, lapidary work, stained glass,
silversmithing, woodworking, close-up magic, woodcarving and golf. After
retiring, Ed and Marie moved to Hot Springs, Arkansas, where they made
many dear friends. 

 Ed was a gentle, easygoing man. Long and lanky, he’ll be remembered for his
teasing Irish wit and the light in his eye. His grandchildren and nieces and
nephews will recall being mystified by his magic tricks. We'll remember him at
the craps table — or with a racing form in his hand, on the golf course, or
crouched over the pool table. 

 In early days, he would have had a beer in his hand and a cigarette hanging
from his mouth. In later years he shed both those habits, accomplishments of
which he was justifiably proud. He loved his children deeply, and his wife even
more so. He was quick to say "I love you.” A thoughtful listener, and a good
and loyal friend, he will be dearly missed. 

 Ed was predeceased by his parents and all of his siblings: Hank, Jackie, Billy,
Dickie, Jimmy, Kathleen, Red, Rosie, Rita and Mary. He leaves his wife of 62
years, Marie Hanley of Hot Springs Village, Arkansas, and his children, Erin
Hanley (husband David Weinstein) of Burlington, VT, his son Sean Hanley
(wife Christine Hanley) of Acton, MA, and his grandchildren Luke, Charina and
Maggie Hanley, along with many nieces and nephews. 

 No public services are planned at this time, and the family will gather for a



memorial at a future date. Ed elected to donate his body to scientific research,
which is fitting, because, as he said, "This way, I'll still be teaching." 

 Remembrances and condolences may be offered through Hot Springs Funeral
Home at: www.hotspringsfh.com
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Michael Rinoldo - October 01, 2020 at 09:41 PM

Hanley Family, I just received the news of Uncle Ed’s passing today.
Aunt Marie sent a nice note and a copy of the obituary. He was my
Dads best friend since childhood and he will be greatly missed!
Love and Prayers from Michigan 
Michael Rinoldo

Mary McNeil - September 16, 2020 at 04:40 PM

Ed was a dear friend and colleague at the University of Vermont.
We collaborated to design and build the Responsive Teacher
Program that prepared students for dual certification in regular and
special education. He was a trailblazer, a great teacher and a
consummate professional. My thoughts and prayers for Marie and
family! 

 Mary McNeil

Dorothy R Newton - September 16, 2020 at 11:31 AM

Dear Marie and family, 
 Sending sympathy in the loss of your husband. My thoughts and

prayers are with you at this sad time.I think of you often especially
when I drive past your old home in Williston. 

 This I do this every time I go to visit Laurie and Scott. You always
reminded me of one of my sisters.We had many good times with our
Women's Guild ladies. 

 Hope you're well ! 
 In Christian love, 

 Dot (Roberts) Newton
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Andrew Farrington - September 16, 2020 at 11:12 AM

To Sean and family- I have fond memories of your Dad, and his
years up here in Vermont at Rocky Ridge. Just a truly super guy
and a gentleman!!! On behalf of my family, I extend deepest
sympathies and condolences to you and yours.

trish deojay - September 16, 2020 at 12:38 AM

Dr. Hanley recruited new to the UVM
Consulting Teacher Program; he believed in
me, encouraged me to apply. It provided a
solid foundation for my many professional
endeavors in the field of education assisting
students to be the best that they could be.

 Dr. Hanley was a gift. 
 Trisia Ratta Deojay

Larry Kupferman - September 15, 2020 at 08:06 AM

Erin 
 So sorry to read about your Dad. Our condolences to you and your

family. 
  

Larry Kupferman
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Carol Perryman - September 13, 2020 at 04:24 PM

We will miss Ed so much! He and Marie are
family members of ours, having shared
celebrations and meals over many years. His
wit - makes me smile just thinking of it! He
was there for Mom and Dad both over all the
years of their friendship, helping them find community in Hot
Springs Village. So much love and many fond memories remain in
my heart. He will not be forgotten. 

  
Carol Perryman and Mike Lingrell

LA
laval - September 28, 2020 at 09:56 AM

Ed. was my undergrad and grad student mentor. He was a caring,
humorous, and a true pedagogist.


